
side. She paid little attention to it for a week, when she found
a string of ulcers, with ragged edges and foul surface, extending
for about IJ inches in length and half an inch in width. About a

week after, she saw a redness on the dorsum and root of the pe-
nis, which at the end of a week had become a foul ulcer of the
size of a five cent piece. Thinking it arose from the irritation of
the urine, she paid no attention to it, and could consequently not
say how it begun—whether by papule, bulla, or pustule, or whe-
ther there was any discharge before the formation of the ulcer.
There were no febrile symptoms to attract attention ; the appe-
tite was tolerable, and the bowels regular ; the child was cross
and fretful, and always trying to scratch the parts, as if to allay
itching; the flesh Avas llabb\.

The scrotal ulcers Avere evidently formed by three or more co-

alescing, as the circularly indented margin would indicate. The
ulcers Avere sunk about one eighth of an inch beloAv the surface,
with undermined edges, and the surface Avas covered with a tena-
cious dirty-yellow pus; the urinous odor about the parts prevented
the detection of the true odor of the discharge. There seemed
to be no desquamation, aud there was no gangrenous aspect about
the sores.

The causes of this condition were evidently improper food, inat-
tention to cleanliness, and perhaps exposure to the damp air of the
lake, with insufficient clothing.

Though the bullffi were not observed, the redness of the skin
and the character of the ulcers (avoII represented in PI. V.,1ig. 1,
of Neligan's Atlas of Cutaneous Diseases) Avere sufficiently diag-
nostic. It could not be confounded with herpes or rupia in this
ulcerated stage. The treatment at first Avas simple cerate to the
ulcers, with strict attention to diet. The solid nitrate of silver
Avas then tried, Avithout benefit; then an ointment containing a lit-
tle nut-galls, as recommended by Neligan, with Lugol's solution
and citrate of iron internally, and poAvdercd starch to soak up the
discharge. The child was cured in a month.

GESTATION AT ADVANCED AGE.

[Communicated for the lioston Medical and Surgical Journal.]

Messrs, Editors,—I forward you tAvo cases of accouchement, which
are somewhat interesting on account of the ages of the patients.
If you think them of interest enough to insert in your Journal,
please do so.

Cash I.—Mrs. B., married about twenty years. Has had three
husbands. Is 44 years old. Was confined with her first child,
Dec. Gth. I Avas called at 10 o'clock, A.M. ; child born at 4
o'clock, P.M., of the same day. Had been in labor forty-eight
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hours before I saw her. Head presentation. Child very large,
weighing thirteen pounds. Mother and child doing Avell.

Cask II.—.Mrs. II., married two years. Is 48 years of age next
April. Was confined with her first child, Jan. 29th, 1857. First
.-aw patientât 3 o'clock, A.M., 21) th. Labor began at 6, P.M.,
28th. Knee presentation, with prolapse of cord. Waters broke
early. Was delivered at (i o'clock, P.M. Child stillborn from
compression of cord. Contraction of os uteri very strong. Was
obliged to give a nauseating dose of tartar emetic in order to dc-
liver (he head. G. F. Jackson.

Boothbay, Me., February, 1857.

Reports of Medical Societies.

EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS OF THE BOSTON SOCIETY FOR MEDICAL IMPROVE-
MENT. UY F. E. OLIVER, M.D., SECRETARY.

Jan. 26th.—Poisoning by Colchicum. Dr. Fumo, of Weymouth,rend the case.
Martin Murphy, an Irishman, eet. 28, strong and healthy, occasion-

ally Intemperate, was suddenly at lacked, on Ohristmas Eve, while
standing in his room in company with several friends, with violent pain
in the right ham, so severe as to cripple him at once. On the morn-

ing of Christmas day, Dr. r\ found the patient in bed, complaining of
violent pain in the region referred to, and that he had been unable lo
sleep during the night. He could assign no cause, neither accident
nor exposure, fie had never had rheiimalisni. He was unable to raise
the limb or lo Ilex ¡I. On examination, the knee-joint was neither
swollen nor painful to (he touch. The pain Avas entirely referred to a
small spot in the popliteal space. Supposing the case to be OHO of
cramp, a liniment, composed of equal parts of chloroform and olive oil,
was ordered tu be rubbed upon the part; also, eighl grains of Dover's
powder, to be taken immediately; if sleep were- not procured at the
end of iwo hours, to be followed by twenty drops of laudanum.

Notwithstanding the application of the liniment, leeching, opiates,&c, the limb grew no better, and on the 29th the knee-joint was found
tu be considerably swollen, the patella being slightly elevated; the
urine, also, was high colored.

Judging Ihr case lu be une of acute rheumatism affecting the fibrous
structures, twenty drops of the wine of colchicum avus ordered to be
taken every six hours. On the following day the patient was much
better ami the pain greatly relieved, and he was able to move the limb,
lie said he ol,l a ¡ncd relief SOI.Tier I he first dose. He was ordered to
continue the colchicum every eight hours. Un visiting the patient at
' >. P.M., un the next day. Dr. I-', found him pale, cold, vomiting con-
stantly, purging, and complaining of great thirst and pain at the epi-
gastrium. Pulse feeble. He said he had iuiind continued relief from the
medicine, thai the pain had disappeared, and he was able lo move the
limb quite freely, am! even to get out of bed. lie also stated that, he
had been led, in consequence of the greaf and immediate relief he had
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